
Sometimes sad and harrowing, though ultimately life-affirming, the novel 
tugs at the heartstrings as it follows the growing interdependent relationship 
between an old, grief-stricken man and a young, physically and mentally 
abused boy evacuated to the country during the Second World War. An 
accessible novel that will be enjoyed by both boys and girls.
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‘ The sores will heal. They healed before. 
It ’s the wounds inside that will take

the longest to heal.’



Overview
for

teachers





About the author
A well-travelled child, Michelle Magorian, the daughter of a Royal Navy man, lived in Singapore and 
Australia before returning to England at the age of nine.  She quickly gained an interest in drama and 
trained to be an actress.  A voracious reader, she became hooked on contemporary children’s literature 
and, while touring in repertory theatre,  began writing her own poetry and short stories.  Goodnight 
Mr Tom evolved from a collection of ten short stories all based around the idea of colour, inspired 
by a song in Joseph and his Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat, which she was performing in at the 
time, and from her mother’s stories of the Second World War.  The novel took four years to write, but 
became an immediate success upon publication.

What’s the story about?
At the outbreak of the Second World War, Willie Beech, a thin, timid and withdrawn nine-year-old 
boy, is evacuated from London. He is placed with the abrupt, gruff widower Tom Oakley, who, since 
the premature death of his beloved wife and baby son from scarlet fever forty years ago, has been 
a self-imposed, misanthropic  recluse.  Reluctantly, Tom accepts Willie into his home and quickly 
discovers, and is appalled by, the horrifying extent of abuse Willie has experienced at the hands of his 
zealously pious mother.  With quiet authority, patience and sensitivity, Tom takes care of Willie and a 
wonderful trust and familial love develops between the two.  As Willie’s physical wounds heal, so do 
his mental scars. He develops into a child with energy and self-belief - replacing ‘he couldn’t’ with 
‘he can’- discovering what it means to be a happy child.  He goes to school, makes friends, discovers 
he is a talented artist and actor and, with the help of Mister Tom, learns how to read and write.  At the 
same time, Tom also has his own personal journey; finally overcoming the grief that crippled him for 
so many years, embracing the feelings of love for Willie and becoming involved in village life once 
more.

After six months, Willie’s mother demands he return to London.  Contemptuous of, and threatened by, 
Willie’s health and independent mind, she immediately begins to ‘discipline’ him, finally knocking 
him out and leaving him tied to a copper pipe under the stairs with his newborn baby sister - and then 
she deserts them.  Having not heard from Willie, Tom decides to go to London to check upon him.  
With the help of the warden and a police officer they break into the home to discover Willie locked 
in the cupboard under the stairs and sat in his own excrement, cradling his now dead sister.  Seeing 
that hospital and the prospect of a children’s home were not appropriate for Willie, Tom audaciously 
‘kidnaps’ him and they return to Little Weirwold where it is later agreed that Tom can adopt Willie.

The story ends with a lesson in overcoming grief as the focus moves away from the relationship 
between Tom and Willie and shifts to the death of Willie’s best friend, Zach, and how Willie recovers 
from it, ending with Willie referring to Tom as ‘dad’.

Themes to look out for
• Trust • Loneliness • Effects of abuse
• Love • Dealing with grief • Change and development
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Presentation of character is
achieved through
• What the character says
• What the character does
• What other characters say about them
• How other characters react to them
• How they are described in the narrative

Literary Techniques

Characters
Tom Oakley
By all appearances, Tom is a gruff, stern, sixty-something man, left bereft and embittered by the 
premature death of his wife, Rachel, and baby son over forty years ago.  However, it rapidly transpires 
that beneath the curmudgeonly outer appearance is a man of great love, compassion and generosity, 
highly respected, and slightly feared, by those around him.  As a result of his relationship with Willie, 
Tom opens himself up again to the idea of love and caring for another and confronts the memories of 
his past, becoming heroic in the process.

Willie Beech
Timid and petrified to the extent that even in his sleep and dreams he cannot find any relaxation, 
Willie begins the novel in a deplorable state, malnourished and a victim of systematic physical and 
mental cruelty from his mother.  Slowly, under the patient and encouraging wing of Mister Tom, Willie 
gradually develops into a healthy boy and begins to discover who he is, what he likes and what he is 
good at; embracing life and maturing in the process.



Mrs Beech
Like a monstrous shadow, her presence is felt from the opening chapter even though she does not 
actually appear until two-thirds of the way into the novel.  The reader gets to know her through 
Willie’s bruises and scars, his introverted behaviour and frightened reactions, her demands, her letter 
and through the pitiful misapprehensions Willie has about life.  When the reader finally meets her, she 
is indeed an ogre, a hypocrite and troubled person full of self-loathing. Tom recognises she is ill and 
she departs the novel by committing suicide.

Zacharias Wrench
Supremely confident and disarmingly extrovert, Zach is the first child to befriend Willie in Little 
Weirwold.  An evacuee himself, he is from an entirely different background to Willie.  Well-educated, 
Jewish and with parents in the world of theatre, he is often travelling and used to making friends 
quickly if he is not to be lonely.  His role in the novel is to enlighten Willie, being a source of delicate 
explanations, as well as to encourage and instill a love of life.  After Zach gains a sense of peace at the 
end of the novel, he is killed, leaving Willie to complete his own emotional growth.

5
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Setting

Set during the outbreak of the Second World War, the conflict 
provides a backdrop for the main action, using the evacuation of 
children to the countryside as a device to contrast Willie’s different experiences with his mother in 
London and with Tom in Little Weirwold.

Tom’s house
Lived-in, warm, comfortable and a place to relax with ‘...an old threadbare armchair...’ and ‘...shelves 
filled with books, old newspapers and odds and ends...’ and a fire always flickering, Tom’s home is a 
retreat, first of all for Tom from the world, but also for Willie a sanctuary of solace and recovery.  It is 
the place where the story begins and ends and is where the seeds of Willie’s growth are sown, beginning 
with having his own room to do with as he pleases.

Little Weirwold
A prosperous, lively village that is fairly ‘unruffled’ by the war. The people are kind, generous, 
welcoming and friendly, if somewhat gossipy.  The landscape presented is a pastoral, restorative idyll 
with many references to the seasonal beauty of nature.  Over the course of time, Willie grows mentally 
and physically stronger as he spends more time outdoors. Tom too, as the novel progresses, finds himself 
participating in and embracing the community he once exiled himself from. 

London
London, seen through the eyes of Tom, is a huge poverty-infested, noisy, blitz-battered shock and a 
massive contrast to the parochial, insulated world of Little Weirwold.  Tom’s trip to London is informative 
and moving on many levels, primarily because he now understands fully the world that Willie inhabited. 
For many, the war was the first time inequalities of experience and wealth became apparent and was a 
catalyst for the welfare system introduced after the war.

Mrs Beech’s house
The overriding sense used to depict Mrs Beech’s house is smell - the smell of neglect and decay.  The 
image of animals inhabiting the room instead of humans is created from the moment Willie enters - 
‘strong dank smell...as if an animal had opened its bowels...’ - and the motif is carried through when 
Tom breaks the door down and was ‘...greeted with a stench so vile...It was as if an animal had died 
and was rotting somewhere...’.  Very little further description is offered excepting the spartan walls and 
mantelpiece, reflecting the emotionally frigid nature of his mother.

The setting can
• Be a backdrop to the action
• Reflect characters’ experiences
• Symbolise ideas the author wishes to convey
• Have its own culture and values
• Cause conflict and distress



Structure

The plot has a linear structure but the timescale, pace and focus varies.  

The first third of the novel takes place over a period of six days, is gently paced and concerns itself 
with the tentatively developing relationship between Tom and Willie.  It is also in this section of the 
novel that the writer gradually builds up the presentation of Willie’s mother, structuring it so that we 
first hear about her through the demands she has made on the billeting officer.   Next we see what she 
is capable of through Willie’s withdrawn, depressed behaviour, the bruising and the belt.  Finally, we 
hear her ‘voice’ in the form of a letter.  So, when the reader learns that he must return to his mother 
in the final third of the novel, we share his dread.  It is a dread that is all the more heightened since 
Magorian spent the middle third of the novel, taking place over six months, chronicling Willie’s 
growth and self-discovery, forming friendships, smiling and laughing, and flourishing under the 
nurturing wing of Tom Oakley.

One of the key components of the novel is the relationship between Tom and Willie and when the 
focus shifts away from their relationship in the middle section, the interest of the reader dulls, meaning 
Willie’s summons to London was a structural injection the story needed - adding intrigue, suspense 
and an acceleration in pace.

The majority of the novel has been structured so that Tom and Willie’s stories of recovery have been 
parallel. However, after the climax in the final third of the novel (Willie’s brief, but highly traumatic 
time in London) the story shifts in focus again. Tom’s character steps into the background once more 
and the attention shifts almost exclusively to Willie, his friendship with Zach and recovery from his 
death.  This could reflect the author’s wish to show that Willie has ultimately become his own person 
and completed his personal growth. 

Narrative techniques
The story is told in the third-person narrative and only occasionally delves into characters’ thoughts. 
The author prefers instead to present a character’s emotions through their speech and sharply-
observed, finely detailed action.  On rare occasions the narrator is explicit, as when Tom discovers the 
belt Willie’s mother has sent to beat him with, simply and unequivocally stating ‘Tom was angry’ so 
that there is no doubt in the reader’s mind regarding the gravity of the situation and how Tom feels 
about it. 

The devastating effect of child abuse is handled delicately by the author.  Rather than show the 
violence itself, the author prefers, on the whole, to show the damaging effects of violence and the 
healing process that is possible with love and understanding.  Even in the novel’s climax when Willie 
returns to his mother, the violence the reader witnesses is thankfully brief, with the effects reported, 
leaving the actual savagery up to the reader’s imagination.

Structure is the order or pattern in which a novel
is put together and should
• Maintain the interest of the reader
• Move the action from one episode to the next
• Arouse a reader’s interest in character or situation
• Create a moment of crisis
• Create expectation or surprise
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Language
Using simple noun phrases, character word associations and plentiful adverbs, Magorian writes in an 
understated, keenly observational style much suited to exploring the sensitive topics of abuse, grief and 
death covered in the novel. 

How the characters feel is rarely directly explained, but is inferred through the use of adverbs.  For 
example, at the beginning of the story Willie squeezes his bag ‘tightly’ to show his fear and apprehension 
whilst Tom taps Willie ‘tenderly’ showing kindness; realising the boy needs love and careful handling. 
Magorian shows that how you do things is important, it reveals a lot about a character and can have 
a profound effect upon others. However, she also knows when simplicity of language is appropriate: 
when Willie vomits, it is just that, a statement of fact without any added melodrama or unsavoury, 
unnecessary detail.

As you read the novel it becomes clear that certain words become synonymous with a character, Tom 
is ‘gruff’, Willie ‘thin’ (although this changes as he develops) and Mrs Beech ‘cold’, reinforcing ideas 
about each one, again in an uncomplicated manner.

Magorian’s use of simple sentences allows her to explore complicated issues and feelings in a very 
straightforward, unfussy way that her young readers can access and maybe identify with.
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Special feature
Accent and dialect

The use of accent and dialect in the dialogue helps to:

• make the characters more realistic and individual, each having their own unique voice

• create a sense of place and belonging

• highlight social and regional differences between characters

• show the assimilation of Willie into the community of Little Weirwold.   

Both Zach and Willie are from London, but while Zach, from a middle-class background, speaks 
using Standard English, Willie’s cockney accent highlights his working-class origins and the social 
and educational differences that exist between the boys.  The evacuation of children from the cities 
into the country was often the first time many of the classes were confronted with one another.  
Differences exist within Little Weirwold; the educated residents of the village - the teacher, doctor 
and librarian - all use Standard English whereas many of the other villagers and their children do not, 
showing that social hierarchies exist everywhere.

Coinciding with the recovery of his health, Willie begins to lose his cockney accent and adopts the 
speech patterns of George and Tom; a symbol that he is relaxing, shedding the skin of his past and 
now belongs with Tom in Little Weirwold.

Accent is the unique way in which a 
language is pronounced by a particular 

social group or within a particular region.  
Dialect is a form of a language that is 

unique to a specific region or 
social group.

 





Activities
for

children
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Ideas for getting started
Engaging with the world of the novel

Before reading

The
home front

Find out about these aspects of the Second World War:
•  The different experiences of evacuees
•  What children wore
•  What was meant by the ‘Home Front’
•  Which cities children were evacuated from
•  Where children were evacuated to
•  How people coped with the loss of loved ones.
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Debate
How do you deal with grief?

Is it ever right to physically punish children?
Can kidnapping ever be a good thing?

How important is the outdoors to your health?
Can love conquer all?

Pictures and objects
Explore pictures of evacuees and imagine what they  

were feeling at that moment in time.
Give pupils a bag with the items listed below in it and ask them to imagine 

what type of person would pack this kind of bag and for what purpose.  
The items to include are: one small towel, a piece of soap, a toothbrush, an 

old Bible, an envelope addressed ‘To whom it may concern’ and a belt with a 
heavy buckle.  What do they imagine would be written in the letter?

Facts
What is an evacuee? What is a blackout? 

What is an air raid shelter?
Who was Neville Chamberlain? Who was Winston Churchill?

What is an Anderson shelter?
What were the major events of the Second World War?

What happened at Dunkirk during the Second World War?
What is scarlatina?

What is accent, dialect and Standard English?



Stopping places

Things to discuss
Character:  What was your reaction to Tom’s opening sentence?  What kind of person do 
you think Tom is?  Why do you think he doesn’t question Willie further about his bruises?
What are your first impressions of Willie?  How do you feel towards him?  Willie believes 
himself to be wicked.  Where do you think he got these ideas from?  From what you have 
seen of him so far, do you think he is wicked?  Why/why not?
What are your impressions of the evacuees?
What do you think of Willie’s mother?  
What do Tom’s wife’s possessions suggest about the type of person she might have been?
What role does the Sammy the dog play in the novel? What does his behaviour towards 
Tom and Willie reveal about their characters?

Structure: Willie’s mother does not physically appear in the first chapter, but her presence 
is felt.  How has the author done this?
Tom is depicted as a gruff, fearsome character at the beginning of the chapter, but we 
soon learn he is compassionate and kind.  Why do you think the author has structured it 
like this?  What ideas might she be exploring?
Why do you think the author included the descriptions of Willie’s terror and fear in the 
first paragraph?  What questions would you like to ask about his bruises and his extreme 
reaction to the poker? What ideas and events in the novel have been included to grab your 
attention and hook you into the novel?

Language: Look at the adverbs used in the first chapter.  What do they reveal about the 
characters?

Setting: How is Tom’s home presented?  What does his home reflect about Tom?
How is Tom’s home different to Willie’s home in London?

Plot: Did anything surprise you in the first chapter?

You could...
Begin charting the relationship between Tom and Willie and continue to add to it as you 
read the novel.  

1Read to the end of Chapter 1 
Meeting
Focus on...
• Initial presentation of Tom, Willie and 
 Willie’s mother
• Use of adverbs to present character

Developing understanding of narrative and literary techniques

During reading
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2 Read to the end of Chapter 4
Equipped
Focus on...
• The developing relationship between 
 Tom and Willie
• Use of accent and dialect

Things to discuss
Character: What more did you learn about Willie and what his life in London must 
have been like?  How did it make you feel?
What more did you learn about Tom? The librarian considers him ‘frosty’. How 
would you describe him?  Is Tom everything he appears to be?
How does Tom and Willie’s relationship develop in this section? How does the writer 
show trust developing between the two?
After hearing about Willie’s mother, we are now presented with a letter from her.  
What more does it tell you about her?  How would you describe the tone of her letter?  
Did anything surprise you about her letter?  How typical was it?
What did you think of Willie’s belongings?
How does the writer show that Rachel, Tom’s dead wife, is becoming more of a 
presence to him?  Is this a good thing? Why?
How might the boy with the curly hair in the post office be significant?

Setting: In this section, Tom and Willie venture outside, into the village. What more 
do you learn about Tom as a result?  How is Tom regarded by others in the village? 
What more do you learn about Willie in his responses to his new setting?  How do 
his reactions make you feel towards him and his situation?  What would you like to 
see happen to Willie?
What is your impression of Little Weirwold and the people who live there?  How far 
does Tom fit in?

Structure:  Lucy, the little girl in Chapter 2, is a device to contrast against Willie.  
How do they differ and how does it affect your view of Willie? 

Language: Look at the adjectives used to describe Willie.  Are there any that recur?  
Why might that be? 
Look at the different speech patterns of the characters met so far in the novel. How 
do they differ?  What do the characters’ different styles of speech, accent and dialect 
suggest about them?
For much of this section the reader must infer how Tom is feeling through his actions 
or from his speech, but in Chapter 2, the writer is more direct and states ‘Tom was 
angry’ when he saw the belt Willie’s mother had sent to beat her son with.  Why do 
you think the writer decided to do this at this point?  Was it an appropriate choice?

Theme: What are the attitudes to the threat of war? What differences in appearance 
and reality have you come across so far in the novel?

You could...
Discuss Willie’s reaction to being praised for the first time in his life. How did you 
respond when you read this?  How important might this be to his development?  How 
important is praise?  When was the last time you were praised?  How did it make 
you feel?  When was the last time you praised someone truthfully?  How did you 
feel giving the praise?  What was the reaction of the person you gave the praise to? 



Things to discuss
Character:  What clues are you given that Willie is beginning to change?
Willie is not the only one changing.  How is Tom changing and why?
Why do you think Tom ‘snaps’ and ‘growls’ after he has done something 
nice for Willie?  
How is Zach presented?  Do you like him?  What do you think Tom thinks 
of him?
How do George and Willie compare?  Why do you think the writer has 
introduced a character like George?

Setting: What more do you learn about Willie’s home life with his mother?
What emotions were you feeling towards Willie when he was at school?  
Why?  Do you think it was fair to put Willie in Mrs Black’s class?  How 
would you have felt in his place?

Language: What does the repetition of ‘He couldn’t...’ in Chapter 7 tell you 
about Willie’s background?  

Narrative: In Chapter 7, the narrator takes on the thoughts of George and 
later Willie.  What might it add to the novel and how does it make you feel 
about the differing characters?

You could...
Consider the different settings created by the author. Make a display depicting 
the settings so far and add to them as the novel progresses. 

3 Read to the end of Chapter 8 
School
Focus on...
• Changes in Tom and Willie
• Willie’s widening world
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Things to discuss
Character: This is a joyful section of the novel for Willie as it shows him 
getting involved and discovering what he ‘can do’ as opposed to what he 
previously believed he ‘couldn’t do’.  How do you feel towards Willie at 
the end of the section?  What kind of character is he now compared to the 
beginning of the novel?
Which of Willie’s new friends do you like the most? Why?
What are the different experiences of evacuees outlined in the novel?  How 
does it fit in with the research you did before reading the novel?

Structure: The first third of the book takes place over a period of six days.  
Then seven weeks pass between Chapters 9 and 10.  Why might the author 
have done this?  Did the novel need a shift in time?  Why/why not?  What 
do you notice as a result?
In what way is Chapter 11 a turning point for Willie?
We have just read a very happy section for Willie.  What would you do now 
as an author to maintain the readers’ interest in Willie and Tom’s story?

Language: Willie begins to adopt local expressions in his speech, using 
‘like’ at the end of his sentences.  What might this signify?

You could...
Imagine what Tom’s life was like before Willie.  Then go further back in 
time and imagine what kind of life he had with his wife and son before they 
died.  Discuss your ideas and reasons why you imagined it the way you did.  
How do your ideas make you feel about the present day Tom?

4 Read to the end of Chapter 13 
Carol Singing
Focus on...
• The continual development of Willie
• Impact of structural choices

17
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Things to discuss
Character: Tom and Willie are not dramatic in their goodbyes at the station.  
Why do you think that was?  How do you think they are really feeling?  
How did you feel when you heard the news that Willie had to return home?  
What influenced your emotions?
Explore the ways Willie’s mother is presented in this section.  What does 
she say and do?  How does this compare to how she appears to outsiders?  
Describe your own feelings about her and what she does to Willie and the 
baby.  Is she what you expected?
Did Tom do the right thing ‘kidnapping’ Willie?

Setting: How is the village school presented?  How does it compare to your 
experience of school?  Which is better in your opinion?
How is London depicted and what more do you learn about the impact of 
the Second World War?  How does it compare to Little Weirwold?
What are your impressions of Willie’s London home?  Can you imagine it?

Language:  Pick out the verbs in Chapter 14 that show Willie’s joy at being 
alive. How does this contrast to his later experiences in this section?

Structure:  Looking at Chapter 14, why has bad news come at such a high 
point for Willie?
Did you expect that something horrible was going to befall Willie in this 
section?
We see the effects of what the mother has done to Willie rather than 
actually see her do them to Willie.  What’s your opinion of this approach of 
presenting the violence he has obviously been subjected to?  Do you think 
it has more or less impact on the reader?  What do you imagined happened?  
Is worse to imagine or to see the actual violence?

Tone: The tone of the novel changes in this section.  How has this been 
achieved?  Consider changes in language, actions and reactions and 
introduction of character.

Story: Why is Chapter 14 called ‘New Beginnings’ when it ends with him 
having to return home?

Prediction: What do you think is going to happen to Tom and Willie now?  
What would you like to see happen?

You could...
Discuss emotional responses to this section. Think about what saddened 
you, angered you, frightened you, shocked you and pleased you most.  
Afterwards you could draw a line plotting points in the story and your 
reactions to them, explaining why it made you feel the way it did.  You 
could use different coloured markers for different emotions.

5 Read to the end of Chapter 17 
Rescue
Focus on...
• Presentation of Willie’s mother
• Change in tone
• The presentation of harrowing events



Things to discuss
Character: There are lots of minor characters in the novel. How are they 
important?  What roles did they play within the story?
Who did you think was the most believable character and why? 
Which characters did you like and dislike?

Were there any characters you would like to have seen more of? 
Less of?  Why?
Why do you think Zach was ‘killed off’?
Did your feelings towards any of the characters change during the reading of 
the novel?

Setting: How did the experience of war in London compare to Little Weirwold?
The novel was set in Britain at the beginning of World War Two, covering the 
time period 1939-1941, but was written in 1981.  Why do you think Michelle 
Magorian chose to set her novel in the past?  Is there anything about the setting 
that helped the ideas in the novel?
If you were to write a novel, what time period would you choose and why?

Themes: What themes did the novel explore and how?
Was there a theme that you could identify with?

Story: Did you like the way the novel ended?
The author was asked to edit out one hundred pages before publication to 
improve the story.  If the publishers asked you to improve the story further, 
what suggestions would you make?

6 Read to the end of the novel
Focus on...
• How the novel ends
• Your response to the novel as a whole
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After reading

Emotion detectives
Using ‘emotion’ cards (Anger, Sadness, Joy) guess what 

emotion is represented on each others’ cards by either acting 
out or describing the emotion without using the word. For 

example, if the emotion on the card was Anger, the emotion 
could be shown by saying ‘He clenched his fist tightly’ or by 

displaying an angry gesture.  After this, write a short story 
using verbs and adverbs to show how someone feels by what 

they do and how they do it.  

20

Create & imagine
Developing a personal response to the novel

Letters home
Imagine you are an evacuee in the Second World War.  Using the 

knowledge and understanding gained from your research and from 
the novel, write your first letter home describing your experiences.  
Let your parents know about your new home. Is your host family 

kind? What’s the food like? What are you missing from home? Is it 
a good experience like Willie’s and Zach’s or are you so unhappy 

that you want to run away? Would you be honest with your parents 
or would you make things sound better to not worry them? 



Man and boy 
Create a series of five ‘still images’ to show how the relationship 

between Tom and William develops during the story. This could be 
done in pairs or small groups. 

The still images could include Tom and William before they meet, 
their first meeting, a happy moment, a difficult time and a final image 

to show their relationship at the end of the novel. Practise moving 
smoothly between your images, add some music and share your 

finished work with an audience. 

What did you say?
‘There ent much difference in size between them two,’ said Tom. ‘I dunno what they 

do with little’uns in that ole city.’  

Invite pupils to find and read aloud some examples of dialect speech from 
Goodnight Mister Tom and re-write them into Standard English. Find out what the 

difference is between accent and dialect. 

Collect and discuss examples of accents and dialects that can be heard in your 
school, local area or on television. Notice if speakers use different words for the 

same thing. Do we all pronounce words the same?  Do people of different ages use 
language differently?  Interview your family or other adults for ideas and 

present your findings in a report. 

Book vs film 
Watch the film version of Goodnight Mister Tom. 

Did you enjoy it? 
How was the film different to the book? 
Did the characters look as you expected? 

Describe two things about the film that you really enjoyed. 
Talk about something you would change if you 

were the director. 
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Memorable quotes

‘ Takes yer time, everything in its own time.’ 

‘Keep breathin’, boy. Don’t you go holdin’ it in.’ 

‘I’m volunteering like,’ he said. 

After he entered the paint shop, he had felt as if a heavy 
wave of sadness had suddenly been lifted from out of him. 
Memories of her didn’t seem as painful as he had imagined.

‘ This is your room. You does what you like. . . .’ 

‘Hmph,’ Tom grunted. ‘ Thank you, boy. Must admit I enjoyed 
it meself.’ 

‘I ent leavin’ the boy with a load of strangers.’ 

‘Better to accept than pretend that he never existed.’ 

‘I’d rather be happy and odd than miserable and ordinary,’ 
she said, sticking her chin in the air.



He looked up at Tom and leaned forward in his direction.  
‘Dad,’ he ventured. 

‘ Yes,’ answered Tom, putting down his library book. 
‘What is it?’

‘Dad,’ repeated Will, in a surprised tone, ‘I’m growing!’



‘Mum said war was a punishment from God for people’s sins, 
so he’d better watch out. She didn’t tell him what to watch out 
for, though.’  

Michelle Magorian,  Goodnight Mister Tom 

‘This book is really a gentle and moving story about the 
developing relationship of trust and love between Willie and 
Tom. But it also gives a very clear background picture of life in 
England during the Second World War, the contrast between 
life in the country and life in London. Highly recommended.’

Reading Matters

‘A marvellous story that knows just how to grab the emotions.’ 

The Guardian
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